
their voices in praise by 

performing ñIn Christ 

Alone.ò 

 Various former Build-

ing Committee members 

spoke on behalf of the oc-

casion.  Pat Sebby re-

 Voices raised, excite-

ment high, and smiles on 

over 400 faces on Sunday, 

March 1, 2009 at the Mort-

gage Burning Ceremony.  A 

special celebratory service 

was held on Sunday to burn 

the mortgage on our less 

than 3 year old facility!  Ap-

plause erupted as flames 

consumed the paperwork 

and Fox River Lutheran was 

debt free! 

 Music was provided by 

the ever-talented Praise 

Band.  A beautiful adapta-

tion of ñFairest Lord Jesusò 

was performed by Shirley 

Bodett, flutist and accompa-

nied by Gloria Varness for 

the offertory.  A newly 

formed group of musicians 

called ñCrossinô the Riverò 

gave an exuberant rendi-

tion of ñIôll Fly Awayò.  The 

Fox River Lutheran Choir 

blended together to raise 
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A DAY OF CELEBRATION  

(From left) Rollin Varness, Eric Southcombe, Roger Peterson and 
Jerry Pobidinski light the matches that in turn lit the mortgage 
signifying that the mortgage was paid in full!  

Continued on Page 2 

First & Second Place Quizzers!  

 Youôve heard a lot 

about this lately in wor-

ship services, so here 

weôll give you pictures!  

We have a picture (page 

2) of our ñbeginner bowlò 

members receiving their 

first and second place 

trophies at the March 7th 

tournament.  They were 

amazing!   

 On page 2 of this 

newsletter take a look at 

the bright smiling faces 

with the trophies.  We 

just got another new 

member: Hannah Berg.  

Welcome, Hannah!  

 Another photo on 

page 2 shows our 

ñregular quizzers.ò  

Stopping on the way 

home for fast food after 

a long day of brain work 

is one perk of team 

membership! 

Shirley Bodett, contributor 

Continued on Page 2 
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mortgage was paid off on De-

cember 22, 2008.  Officially 

Fox River Lutheran entered 

into 2009 debt-free!  Officially 

the mortgage was taken in No-

vember of 2006 and just two 

years later was paid off!  With 

God ï NOTHING is impossible! 

 Take time, when you read 

this newsletter, to give thanks 

to God for what he has done 

and what he plans to do at Fox 

River Lutheran.  We do not 

know His plans, but we can 

listen.  Listen to what He has to 

say and listen to His guid-

ance.  He has great things in 

mind for Fox River Lutheran! 

Hang on! 

minded us of the amount of work, 

time, effort and passion went into 

this project.  Mike Harr shared 

slides of the original plans of the 

ñstealth bomberò and how the 

plans evolved into the facility we 

have today.  Dave Holl presented 

a slide presentation that gave 

each one an insight of where 

weôve been and where we are 

now!  John Morrow enlightened 

us by asking us ñluck or coinci-

denceò.  He helped to show us 

that when we listen to Godôs plan 

ï all will work out!  Rollin Varness 

summed it up by explaining that it 

was a labor of love.  It was not 

the effort of one person, but the 

efforts of many, many people, all 

led by Godôs will.  It became evi-

dent that God had a plan ï and 

he used various people to ac-

complish that plan.  

 John Morrow asked Roger 

Peterson, Jerry Pobidinski, Eric 

Southcombe and Rollin Varness 

to come forward and light the 

paperwork on fire.  Roger, Jerry 

and Eric were the three trustees 

(at the time) that signed the 

mortgage papers.  These three 

men felt Godôs calling to do so 

and took a tremendous leap of 

faith, good will and optimism to 

sign that paperwork.   

 In moments ï the flames ate 

up the mortgage and ceremoni-

ously it was gone!  Officially the 

Continued from Page 1 

Mortgage Burning, Celebration of Praise & Thanksgiving  

Continued from Page 1 

Bible Quizzers ñ Always Learning Scripture  

 Please continue encouraging these kids and supporting 

them with your prayers.  Please pray that they will continue in 

their commitment to learn Scripture and that they will see how 

Godôs Word is living and active in their lives. 

(From left) Timmy Hawley, 
Shakiyah Hawley, Mya Hawley, 
Taliyah Hawley, Rylee Harr, 
Becca Pinney, and Zach Pinney  

(From left) Rachel Timmer, Tim Carlson, Jaydyn 
Hawley, Jarryd Hawley, and Lauren Bodett).  
Grant Herrman wasnôt able to join us this time! 

Donôt forget, all you singersðChoir rehearses the 2nd, 3rd,  and 4th Sunday of 

every month at 8:15 a.m. unless otherwise specified.  This growing group wants 

you to join us for the fun of spreading Godôs word through our voices!  And the 

best thingðyou donôt have to ñknowò how to sing to join us, Rollin will take care 

of that!  
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Upcoming Things To Do You Wonõt Want To Miss 

DIVORCE CARE  
Every Monday at 6:30 p.m. at the church . 
When you need special support during those diffi-
cult times. For more info contact Kathy Burkhead 
(815-349-8028) or Pastor Steve (815-695-9926) 

CANCER CARE 
Wednesdays at 2 p.m. 

April 8, April 22, May 13, May 27 

At the church 

April 5  Palm Sunday ð AFLBS Concert Choir 

 

April 10   Good Friday ð Drama 7 p.m. 

 

April 12  Easter Sunday ð  

 Son Rise Service 7 a.m. 
 Breakfast served by Youth Group after  

Son Rise Service 

 Easter Service  9:30 a.m. 

 

April 16 Newsletter Meeting  7:00 p.m. 

 

April 18  Saturday Menõs Prayer Breakfast 7:30 a.m. 

 Young Couples event 7:00 p.m. 

 
April 19  Sunday Newcomerõs Luncheon following  

Sunday School 

 

April 21 Tuesday Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 23 First VBS Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 
April 25 Saturday Illinois District WMF Spring Rally at 

Helmar Lutheran  9:30-2:00 

   

May 10 Sunday AFLBS Gospel Teams here 

 

May 16  Saturday Menõs Prayer Breakfast 7:30 a.m. 

 Young Couples event 7 p.m. 

 

May 17  Sunday Confirmation 
 Newcomerõs Luncheon following Sunday 

School 

 

May 19 Tuesday Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 

APRIL  
Greeters ð Bodett family 

Ushers ð Philip & Darald Nelson 

Special Music ð Chris Duvick 

MAY  
Greeters ð Pobidinskis 

Ushers ð Bruce & Karen Rhodes 

Special Music ð John Morrow 

AND DON'T FORGET ANOTHER GREAT OPPORTUNITY AT 
FOX RIVER . . . 
 

MEN'S BREAKFAST  
meets on the 3rd Saturday morning of the month at church at 7:30 
a.m. Great food!  Great fellowship!  Great studies from the Word! 
For more info contact Eric Carlson (815-496-2071) or Pastor Steve 
(695-9926) 

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES  
 

SUNDAYS at 6:30 p.m.  

MORRIS: 

April 5th & 19th and 

May 3rd  & 17th 

Rollin & Gloria Varness Home 

 

SUNDAYS at 6:30 p.m.  

SENECA:  

Sunday April 5th & 19th 

May 3rd & 17th 

Roy & Shirley Bodett Home 

 

MONDAY at 6:30 p.m.  

OTTAWA:  

April 6th & 20th 

May 4th & 18th 

Mark & Tressa Timmer Home 

 

MONDAY at 7:00 p.m.  

SANDWICH:  

April 6th & 20th 

May 4th & 18th 

Roger & Shirlene Peterson Home 



Manly Friendships (2 CDs) - New CD at Fox River Lutheran  

ò. . . Rarely do 

we see biblical 

men in deeply 

meaningful, 

biblical 

relationships 

with other 

men.ó 

Page 4 FOX RIVER CURRENTS  

 One reason for the 

absence of male lead-

ership in the church, 

the family, and the 

home is the absence of 

truly biblical, hearty, 

manly friendships. The 

Bible has much to say 

about these friend-

ships. They have noth-

ing to do with the con-

temporary vision of 

manhood and friend-

ship. Today we see the 

machismo man, the 

effeminate man, the 

superficially sentimen- 

tal man, the psycho-

logically manipulated 

man, the angry man, 

and worse. But rarely 

do we see biblical men 

in deeply meaningful, 

biblical relationships 

with other men. 

 Now, in this two-CD 

message, Doug Phillips 

examines the biblical 

text on the issue of 

truly manly friendships. 

He examines the 

beauty and insights, as 

well as controversies 

surrounding the rela- 

tionship of David and 

Jonathan. Using Scrip-

ture as the foundation, 

he explains what truly 

manly friendships look 

like, why they are so 

rare, and what men 

must be willing to do to 

achieve them. This is a 

heartwarming and 

practical message not 

only for men, but for 

the women and chil-

dren who love them 

and who want them to 

be successful in Christ. 

Author:  Douglas W. Phillips  

  

  YMC is a group of couples (under 40) who 

get together once a month for Christian fellow-

ship.  Young couples, especially with children do 

not get the opportunity, sometimes because of 

finances, to socialize with others or even to 

spend time with their spouse.  This one evening 

a month gives us the chance to enjoy adult com-

pany & reconnect with our spouses.  Baby sit-

ting is available so the kids have a good time 

while parents relax.  During this time we have 

dinner, talk & laugh. Often we will have a topic 

of discussion that has significance in marriage, 

like communication.  These usually result in  

laughter as real life is often funnier than fiction.   

 We end the evening with prayer requests.  The 

married couples groups (we have an Over-40 Mar-

ried Couples Group) were both started with the goal 

of edifying each other & lifting up marriage. 

   On Feb. 8 we had a bake sale & raised money 

to go out to eat as a group which we did the last 

Saturday evening in February. We hope to do other 

activities in the future. 

 In a time when the family is under attack itôs a 

great way to make Christian friends & boost your 

marriage with time with your spouse.  Please join 

us or the ñover 40ò group soon! 

Young Married Couples (YMC) 

http://www.visionforum.com/browse/productlist.aspx?categoryid=0&browseby=author&authorid=6
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Something To Celebrate In May!  
MAY BIRTHDAYS  

1 Luke Jackson   

4 Lydia Larsen   

6 Kloe Pottinger 

7 DeeAnn Heimer 

 Bethany Papillon 

9 Gloria Flaa      

10 Patti Kueteman     

 Karylin McKirgan   

 Jen Shields 

11 Mary Court     

12 Aaron Koch   

 Jennifer Brown 

13 Fern Sebby 

14 Toby Steffen 

15 Weston Hunt 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES  

4 Terry & Linda Martin 

7 Larry & Judith Nickels 

12 Dan & Jen Shields 

21 Bill & Sue Bernadoni 

16 Katelyn Kelly 

17 Donna Grootenboer 

18 Sue Bernadoni 

21 Mark Varland 

24 Elizabeth Nellis 

 Sunny Stufflebeam 

25 Lisa Bordeaux 

 Malachi Haines 

 Dana Kiesling 

 Carol Sosonowski 

26 Eric Bebar 

 Erin Bebar  

 Kristy Bebar 

 Matthew Harr 

29 Darren OôFlanagan 

30 Niki Sucher 

31 Kaitlyn Beebe  

 Steve Stonehocker 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

3 Mike Musser 

      Stephanie Murst 

4    Tyler Bernardoni 

7 Frank Beckley 

9 Judy Bowers 

 Nathaniel Selvig 

10  Ralph Busch 

 Eric Carlson 

 Clyde Futrell 

 Bruce Rhodes 

11  Leslie Hausken Martin 

  Dexter (III) Wesson 

  Marcus Wesson 

12 Matt Bordeaux 

13 Jeff Smit 

14  Mark Dannenberg 

15  Sharon Deitz 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES  

4 Donald & Rosie Burton 

5 Rick & Rita Bebar 

6 Clyde & Donna Futrell 

Something To Celebrate in April!  
16  Amanda Beebe 

 Jon Bernardoni  

 Greg Vance 

17  Kristen Haines 

 Vernon Ostrem 

          Dan Shields 

19 Kashton Wilson 

20    Lisa Cottingim 

 Emmett Ryg 

21  Julie Kelly 

 Jennifer Matthews 

22 Colton Blue 

24 Brock Harner 

26 Brooke Harner 

 Bill Ostrander 

 Caleb Whittenmyer 

27 Robert Sebby 

30 Ethan Kim 

If we have inadvertently forgotten someoneõs name, or you would like to add a name, or you see an errorñplease notify Sunny Stufflebeam at 

815-496-9578 (sbeamstuff@cin.net) or call the church office at 815-695-9926. 



A Smile Is Worth A Thousand Words!  

ò. . . Easter Seals 

is so proud of 

Corvinõs 

continuing 

development, 

they knew he 

would be a great 

representative 

for their 

organizationó 
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 Corvin Berg, son of 

Jason and Christie 

Berg, little brother of   

Hannah and Evalynn 

and grandson of Jeff 

and Dee Berg, is one of 

our younger church 

members ï he will be 3 

years old on May 18
th
.  

Corvin was selected by 

Easter Seals to be their 

Little Ambassador for 

2009. His ambassador-

ship started September 

2008 and will continue 

until September 2009. 

Easter Seals provides 

services for infants, 

children and adults with 

disabilities to achieve 

maximum independ-

ence, and to provide 

support for the families 

who love and care for 

them. 

 Corvin is one of 

Easter Sealsô success 

stories.  He and his 

dedicated family have 

gained so much pro-

gress working with the 

talented and hard-

working staff and Easter 

Seals is so proud of 

Corvinôs continuing de-

velopment, they knew 

he would be a great 

representative for their 

organization.  

 Being a Little Am-

bassador for Easter 

Seals comes with   re-

sponsibilities and as-

signments.  Corvin (and 

mom) have spoken at 

Rotary Club meetings 

and have been on the 

radio. His next big en-

gagement will be Easter  

Sealôs Annual Telethon 

on April 18th which will 

be broadcast live from 

the Easter Seals Center 

at 1013 Adams St., Ot-

tawa, Illinois.   

 Donations & 

Pledges can be made 

by calling 815-434-

0857, or by watching 

the live broadcast on 

your cable station and 

contacting Easter Seals 

on the phone bank. 

Other upcoming events 

will be announced as 

they get closer.   

 Take time to intro-

duce yourself to Corvin 

and his family, letting 

them know you support 

his activities ï some-

thing tells me Corvin will 

have a big smile for 

you.    

Pastor Kevin and Corvin Berg 

In these life-changing messages, Anna Sofia and Elizabeth Botkin, authors of the 

Vision Forumõs best-selling book, So Much More, each share a message on how 

a daughter can be her fatherõs joy, a real princess in his eyes, and a tremen-

dous help in his work, while looking to him as her hero. 

Includes two messages: 

¶ How to Be Your Fatherõs Ambassador, Arrow, and Princess 

¶ How I Learned to Help My Father 

Strength and Dignity for Daughters  
A CD for women of Fox River! 

http://www.visionforum.com/?p=57882


Page 7 Volume 1, Issue 1  

Cook, Marjorie  
Heritage Woods of  
(630)882-6502 office # 
242 Greenbriar Road  
Apt. 296. 
Yorkville, IL 60560 
 

Hansen, John & Sandy  
(815) 786-6176 
Sandwich Manor 
216 E Hall Street 
Sandwich, IL 60548 

 

Erickson, Hazel  
(815) 434-9278 
838 Thornberry Drive 
Ottawa, IL 61350 
(Still at home in Ottawa; 
daughter Alverta brings her to 

church)  
       

Ippilito, Sylvia  
(630) 879-4015 
The Holmstad - Park Manor 
700 W. Fabian Parkway 
Apt 3114 
Batavia, IL 60510 

Osmond, Mervin  
(815) 695-1033 
11 W. Front Street 
Newark, IL 60541 
 

Rabe, Esther  
(815) 496-2665 
3630 N. State Rte. 71 
Sheridan, IL 60551 

Please consider visiting or sending a card to our senior friends.  If we 
are missing anyone, please let us know.   

Home Small Group Meetings and Respectable Sins!  

òRESPECTABLE 

SINS . . . 

Confronting the 

sins we 

tolerate!ó 

 Here are some small group gath-
erings in homes around the area.  
Join other believers in an informal, 
friendly atmosphere to encourage one 
another in our spiritual lives. 
 

ñRESPECTABLE SINSò   
(Confronting the Sins We Tolerate) is 
an introspective look at ourselves!  
Yes, we're aware of other people's 
sins but what about our own? 
 
Groups meeting currently: 

¶ 1st and 3rd Sunday evenings of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. at the 
home of Roy & Shirley Bodett,  
218 Valley View,  Seneca  IL    
(815-357-6844) 

 

¶ 1st and 3rd Sunday evenings of 
the month at 6:00 p.m. at the 
home of Rollin & Gloria Varness,  
990 Partridge Lane  Morris  IL   
(815-942-6962) 

Groups starting AFTER Easter: 
 

¶ 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 
month:  7:00 p.m. (beginning 3rd 
Wed of April ï April 22) at church 
(led by John & Sunny Stufflebeam) 
(815-496-9578)   2475 East US 
Route 52  (Fox River Lutheran) 
(815-695-9926) 

 

¶ 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month 
but beginning 3rd Monday of April ï 
April 20) at the home of Roger & 
Shirlene Peterson's at 7:00 p.m. 

 509 S. Main Street,  Sandwich  IL 
 (815-786-7936) 
 
ANOTHER SMALL GROUP YOU MAY 

BE INTERESTED IN . . . 
 

y"3& 8& */ q q q 5)& &/% 5*.&4}}x 
1st and 3rd Mondays of the month:  
6:30 p.m.  (resuming April 20th and go-
ing thru May) At the home of Mark & 
Tressa Timmer 616 Christie Street,  
Ottawa  IL   (815-433-6590) 

 

Our Senior Friends Who Help To Make A Difference!  
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 Our Fox River Youth are 

absolutely amazing!  They con-

tinually bless us as leaders all 

the time.  We have been up 

and running for quite some-

time.  We have been meeting 

on every Sunday at 6:00 pm in 

the fellowship hall until just re-

cently.  The church and many 

of its wonderful people have 

created a gathering place for 

us.  A new youth room!!  This 

room is huge.  We have plenty 

of room for growth but we all 

know how quickly our church is 

filling up.  As we talk about 

chairs for our lovely room, we 

better be thinking ahead!  God 

is good all the time.  The youth 

have spent some time cleaning, 

painting and praying for their 

room and they are very excited 

to call it their own. With 

the grunt and sweat of 

many we now have walls, paint, 

trim, doors and new car-

pet.  We are ready to roll!  

  We just finished up with the 

three part series "Left Be-

hind" DVD's as a pre-cursor to 

our next study, Revela-

tion.   The kids voted on this 

and almost unanimously, 

Revelation and end-times was 

chosen.  The books came in 

and we began on Sunday 

March 22.  

  Our youth are also very 

talented.  They have been 

working very hard on develop-

ing  the i r  own p ra ise 

band.  They have consis-

tently improved and we are 

delighted each week by their 

commitment, hard work and 

dedication to the task.  And by 

the way they sound great! 

  Soon we will be gearing 

u p  f o r  t h e  E a s t e r 

breakfast.  Come one come all 

to worship and eat.  It's not 

often to see 14-18 year 

olds preparing and serving, but 

our youth are ready and ex-

cited.  

  We are checking our cal-

endars to try and find a date 

that would accommodate our 

group so we can head to 

"Feed My Starving Chil-

dren".  This is an organization 

that feeds children in third 

world countries.  Our kids 

would have the chance to bag, 

box and pray over every ship-

ment that they have pre-

pared.  Please pray that we 

can find a date for the majority 

of our group.  This facility does 

fill up fast!    

  God bless all of you who 

have participated in providing 

us with our new youth 

room.  We are so blessed and 

very, very thankful!! 

ò. . . We are gearing up 

for the Easter Breakfast. 

Come one, come all to 

worship and eat!ó 

Fox River Youth On The Move! 
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(that exciting new ñread thru the New Testamentò 

program that everyone's talking about!) 

 

 Starting Sunday, April 26th with a ñkick-offò 

following the morning worship service, during the 

Sunday school/Education Hour (11:00-12:00.)

 ñWhat is TNT???ò  A way to read thru the en-

tire New Testament (NT) in 20 weeks.  We read 

two chapters a day (on a few days just one chap-

ter) beginning April 26 and we complete the en-

tire NT by the beginning of September.  You can 

do it as an individual, as a family, as a couple, 

with a friend, as a small group.  You can do it if 

your 8 years old or 88 years old! 

 ñBut I've never read the entire NT before!!ò  

Then this is a great time to start and a great way 

to start!  You get ñhighlight sheetsò for each NT 

book outlining the key themes to look for as you 

read.  A special TNT calendar with the reading 

schedule on it, and a TNT bookmark.

 ñWhat if I don't understand something in the 

NT?ò  Good question!  Each week during the 

summer during our Summer Sunday School Hour 

(again, 11:00-12:00) anyone reading thru the NT 

(or anyone who is just interested) can attend 

ñTNT Classò.  Someone will be leading a discus-

T N T 
Coming Soon . . . 

Thru the New Testament 

�,�W�²�V���G�\�Q�D�P�L�W�H�� 

sion on the portion you have just read or are 

about to read.  A time for questions is part of TNT 

ï just drop your questions in the official ñTNT 

Question Boxò. 

 TNT!  Its dynamite!  Letôs see how many 

Fox Riverians (new word) we can get reading 

thru the NT! Let's all keep growing spiritually dur-

ing the summer months.  Let the Word of God 

touch your life in a new and exciting way this 

Spring/Summer.  Let's nurture an ñexplosive 

faithò! 

 SIGN UP TODAY!! (at the Guest Center-Info 

Desk, or see Pastor Papillon.) 

 

 

Testimonials:    

�³�,���M�X�V�W���F�D�Q�
�W���V�D�\���H�Q�R�X�J�K���D�E�R�X�W���7�1�7�����,�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G��

�P�\���O�L�I�H���´���� 

--  Hershel Burnfuster 

 

�³�7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���P�\���I�L�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���H�Y�H�U���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�U�X���W�K�H���1�H�Z��

�7�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W�����7�1�7���Z�D�V���D�Z�H�V�R�P�H���´ 

   --  Bart Neckerhooter 


